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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Applicant's Request for Reconsideration filed on 
12/23/2003. Claims 1,3,5-7,9,10,12,14,16,18,20 and 22-25 are pending in the application. . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1.3.5-7.9. 10. 12. 14. 16. 18.20 and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kobayashi et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,522,330 (hereinafter Kobayashi); in view of 
Ooishi U.S. Patent No. 5,802,538 (hereinafter Ooishi). 

4. Claim 5: 

(a) Kobayashi has taught a character processing system comprising: 
A plurality of input terminal equipments (e.g., figure 5, 10 and 1 1); 
A character processing apparatus coupled to the at least one input terminal equipment via 
a network (e.g., figure 5, 10 and 1 1); 
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Each of said input terminal equipments comprising a requesting section requesting 
character information, which relates to an external character, with respect to the character 
processing apparatus (e.g., Figure 5, 10, 11, 16; column 7, and 15-16); 

With said character processing apparatus further comprising: An allocating section 
allocating a code to the requested character information requested by the requesting section (e.g., 
column 15-16); 

A first notifying section notifying the code to the input terminal equipment (e.g., column 

13-16); 

A creating section creating the requested character information based on the requested 
character information (e.g., column 15-17; and 25); 

A second notifying section notifying the created character information to the input 
terminal equipments (e.g., column 13-16). 

(b) However, Kobayashi does not explicitly disclose the claimed limitation that (1) 
"the created character information is accessible from each of the input terminal equipments" 
through the network. 

(c) Ooishi teaches the claimed limitation that "the created character information is 
accessible from each of the input terminal equipments" through the network (e.g., Ooishi column 
7, 9-10). 

(d) It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the accessible step of Ooishi in the Kobayashi 5 s 
apparatus because such a construction would have provided a means for sharing resources and 
distributing/creating the external character codes through the network. 
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(e) Such modification would have been required for sharing resources among 
multiple platforms because Kobayashi suggests creating characters in one of the input terminal 
equipments over the network thereby suggesting the obvious modification. 

(f) One having the ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do this because it 
facilitate sharing of resources among multiple users. 

Claim 6: 

The claim 6 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 5 except additional 
claimed limitation that the first notifying section notifies the code to the input terminal 
equipment when the code is allocated by the allocating section. However, Kobayashi/Ooishi 
further discloses the claimed limitation that the first notifying section notifies the code to the 
input terminal equipment when the code is allocated by the allocating section (e.g., column 15- 
16). 

Claim 7: 

The claim 7 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 5 except additional 
claimed limitation that the first notifying section notifies the code to the input terminal 
equipment after the code is allocated by the allocating section. However, Kobayashi further 
discloses the claimed limitation that the first notifying section notifies the code to the input 
terminal equipment after the code is allocated by the allocating section (e.g., column 15-16). 

Claim 9: 

The claim 9 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 5 except additional 
claimed limitation that the second notifying section also notifies the code to the input terminal 
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equipment. However, Kobayashi further discloses the claimed limitation that the second 
notifying section also notifies the code to the input terminal equipment (e.g., column 15-16). 
Claims 12, 14: 

The claim 12, or 14 is a rephrasing of claim 5 and 5 in a method form. The claims are 
rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 5. 
Claims 18, 20: 

The claim 18, or 20 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 5 and 5 
except additional claimed limitation of a storage medium. However, Kobayashi further discloses 
the claimed limitation of a storage medium (e.g., column 15-16). 

Claim 22: 

The claim 22 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 5 except 
additional claimed limitation of the character information creating terminal equipment including 
the creating section. However, Kobayashi further discloses the claimed limitation of the 
character information creating terminal equipment including the creating section (e.g., column 
15-16). 

5. Claim 1: 

(a) Kobayashi has taught a character processing apparatus which is connectable to a 
plurality of input terminal equipments and to a character information creating terminal 
equipment via a network, comprising: 
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A receiving section to receive a request for character information which relates to an 
external character from an arbitrary one of the input terminal equipments (e.g., Figure 5, 10, 11, 
16; column 7, and 15-16); 

A code allocating section allocating a code to the requested character information (e.g., 
column 15-16); 

A control section to control creation of character information based on the requested 
character information, within the character information creating terminal equipment (e.g., 
column 9-10). 

(b) However, Kobayashi lacks a full disclosure of the claimed limitation that "A 
setting section setting created character information with respect to the allocated code, so that the 
created character information is accessible from each of the input terminal equipments". 

(c) Ooishi teaches the claimed limitation of that "A setting section to set created 
character information with respect to the allocated code, so that the created character 
information is accessible from each of the input terminal equipments" (e.g., Ooishi column 9- 
10). 

(d) It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated a setting section of Ooishi in the Kobayashi' s apparatus 
because such a construction would have provided a custom character (external character) 
environment creating means for creating a plurality of custom character environments for the 
respective custom character groups (Ooishi column 2) and distributing/creating the external 
character codes through the network (Ooishi column 5). Moreover, Ooishi also teaches the claim 
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limitation of code allocating section allocating a code to the requested character information 
(e.g., Ooishi column 7, lines 15-31; column 9-10) and a control section to control creation of 
character information based on the requested character information, within the character 
information creating terminal equipment (e.g., Ooishi Fig. 17; column 7, lines 15-31; column 9- 
10). 

(e) Such modification would have been required for selecting a custom character 
under the set environment in a document processing system over a network. 

Claim 3: 

The claim 3 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 1 except additional 
claimed limitation of a distributing section distributing the created character information to the 
input terminal equipments. However, Kobayashi/Ooishi further discloses the claimed limitation 
of a distributing section distributing the created character information to the input terminal 
equipments (e.g., through the network; See Kobayashi column 9-10, and 13-16; Ooishi Fig. 17, 
column 9-10). 

Claim 10: 

The claim 10 is a rephrasing of claim 1 in a method form. The claims are rejected for the 
same reason as set forth in claim 1 . 
Claims 16: 



Application/Control Number: 09/785,219 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2672 

The claim 16 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 1 except 
additional claimed limitation of a storage medium. However, Kobayashi further discloses the 
claimed limitation of a storage medium (e.g., column 15-16). 

Claim 23: 

The claim 23 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 1 except 
additional claimed limitation of an environment setting section setting an external character 
environment to be used in the input terminal equipment. The claim is subject to the same 
rationale of rejection set forth in the claim 1. 

Claim 24: 

The claim 24 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 5 except 
additional claimed limitation that is identical to claim 23. The claim is rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 23. 

Claim 25: 

The claim 25 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 10 except 
additional claimed limitation that is identical to claim 23. The claim is rejected for the same 
reason as set forth in claim 23. 



Conclusion 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jin-Cheng Wang whose telephone number is (703) 605-1213. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Razavi can be reached on (703) 305-4713. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 395-3900. 
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